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Abstract

The mobile wireless environment poses challenging
problems in designing fault-tolerant systems because
of the dynamics of mobility, and limited bandwidth
available on wireless links. Traditional fault-tolerance
schemes, therefore, cannot be directly applied to these
systems. Mobile systems are often subject to environmental conditions which can cause loss of communications or data. Because of the consumer orientation of
most mobile systems, run-time faults must be corrected
with minimal (if any) intervention from the user. The
fault-tolerance capability must, therefore, be transparent to the user.
Presented here are schemes for recovery upon a failure of a mobile host. This paper portrays the limitations of the mobile wireless environment, and their impact on recovery protocols. Toward this, adaptation of
well-known recovery schemes are presented which suit
the mobile environment. The performance of these
schemes has been analyzed to determine those environments where a particular recovery scheme is bestsuited. The performance of the recovery schemes primarily depends on (i) the wireless bandwidth, (ii) the
communication-mobility ratio of the user, and (iii) the
failure rate of the mobile host.

1 Introduction

A distributed system with mobile hosts is composed
of a static backbone network and a dynamic wireless network [5]. A node that can move while retaining its network connection is referred to as a mobile
host. A static network is comprised of the xed hosts
and the communication network. Some of the xed
hosts, called base stations, are augmented with a wireless interface, providing a gateway for communication
between the wireless and the static network. Because
of the limited range of the wireless transceivers, a mobile host can communicate with a base station only
within a limited surrounding region, referred to as a
base station's cell. A mobile host can reside in the cell
of only one base station at any time. Because of mobility, an active mobile host moves from cell to cell. Thus,
when a mobile host moves from one cell to another,
the base station responsible for the mobile host must
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be changed. This process, known as hando , is transparent to the mobile host. Thus, end-to-end connectivity in the dynamically changing network topology
is preserved transparently.
A mobile host may become unavailable due to (i)
failure of the mobile host, (ii) disconnection of the
mobile host, and (iii) wireless link failure [5]. Limitations in battery power make disconnections from
the network very frequent. Because of their frequency,
disconnections must be treated di erently than failures. The di erence between disconnection and failure
is its elective nature. Disconnections can be treated as
planned failures, which can be anticipated and prepared for [5]. The wireless link is equivalent to an intermittently faulty link, which transmits the correct
message during fault-free conditions, and which stops
transmitting upon a failure. Disconnections and weak
wireless links primarily delay the system response,
whereas a host failure a ects the system state. Strategies are developed in this paper which tolerate failure of the mobile host. Transient failures which a ect
the mobile host, as well as permanent failures, are
handled. It may be noted that the wireless link failure can be treated as a host failure, as well. When
a mobile host fails, it results in a loss of its volatile
state. The mobile host is assumed to be fail-silent;
i.e., the base station is able to detect the failure of the
mobile host. One way to implement it is to require
that an active mobile host send periodic beacons to
the base station.
It will now be discussed why traditional faulttolerance schemes cannot be applied to a mobile wireless environment. Some of the di erences between
static and mobile networks are enumerated in Table 1.
Traditional fault-tolerance schemes like checkpointing and message logging [6, 9] require a stable storage
for saving the checkpoint and the logs. It has been
pointed out [2] that while the disk storage on a static
host is stable, the stability of any storage on a mobile host is questionable, for obvious reasons such as
dropping of laptops or e ect of airport security systems [3]. Thus, a mobile host's disk storage cannot be
considered stable and is uniquely vulnerable to catastrophic failures. Moreover, all mobile hosts are not
necessarily equipped with disk storage. Thus, we need
the stable storage to be located on a static host. An automatic candidate is the `local base station', where the

Category

Static Wired Networks

Mobile Wireless Networks

Network char.
Uniform, Non-varying
Non-uniform, Varying
Host's local disk
Stable
Unstable
Stable storage location
Static
Mobile
Key perf. parameter
Failure rate
Failure rate, wireless bandwidth, mobility
Perf. metrics
State-saving cost, Recovery cost State-saving cost, Recovery cost, Hando time
Table 1: Di erence Between Static Wired and Mobile Wireless Networks: Recovery Perspective
local base station is the base station in charge of the
cell in which the mobile host is currently residing. Traditional recovery schemes are not applicable because
these mobile hosts move from cell to cell. Thus, a mobile host does not have a xed base station to communicate with. Also, recovery is complicated because
successive checkpoints of a mobile host may be stored
at di erent base stations. This dynamic topological
situation warrants formulation of special techniques to
recover from failures. Also, some of the failure modes
are peculiar to the mobile network not present in a
static network.
Traditional fault-tolerant schemes do not consider
the disparity in the network characteristics (bandwidth, error) of the static network and the wireless network. Moreover, the network characteristics
(bandwidth, error) of the wireless network also vary
with the type of network used (infrared, packet relay,
satellite, etc.). Over a length of a connection, the mobile host might be employing di erent types of wireless
networks. For example, within a building, infrared will
be used; in a campus environment, packet relay will
be used; and in a remote region, satellite will be used.
Available wireless bandwidth and error conditions will
be di erent in each of these wireless networks. Thus,
the appropriate recovery protocol needs to be determined adaptively, based on the characteristics of the
underlying wireless network.
Performance of traditional recovery schemes primarily depends on the failure rate of the host [8, 12].
However, in a mobile environment, due to mobility of
the hosts and limited bandwidth on the wireless links,
parameters other than failure rate of the mobile host
play a key role in determining the e ectiveness of a recovery scheme. A mobile environment is determined
by the mobility, wireless bandwidth and the failure
rate. This paper presents the following:
 User transparent recovery with mobile host failure.
 Trade-o s for the recovery schemes proposed.
 Optimal recovery scheme for an environment.
We propose several schemes for recovery from a
failure of a mobile host. These proposed schemes
have two major components: a state-saving scheme
and a hando scheme. We propose two schemes for
state-saving, namely, (i) No Logging (N) and (ii) Logging (L), and three schemes for hando , namely, (i)
Pessimistic (P), (ii) Lazy (L), and (iii) Trickle (T).
We denote a recovery scheme that employs a combination of a state-saving scheme, X (X 2 fN; Lg), and
a hando scheme, Y (Y 2 fP; L; T g), as XY . For

example, LL is a recovery scheme that uses a combination of the Logging scheme for state-saving and the
Lazy scheme for hando s.
Each combination provides some level of availability and requires some amount of resources: network
bandwidth, memory, and processing power. Through
analysis, we show that there can be no single recovery
scheme that performs well for all mobile environments.
However, we determine the optimal recovery scheme
for each environment, as shown in Figure 1.
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Figure 1: Optimal Recovery Scheme
This paper is organized as follows. Section 2
overviews related work. Section 3 presents the recovery
strategies. Section 4 gives the performance analysis of
the recovery strategies, and conclusions are found in
Section 5.

2 Related Work

Research in mobile computing primarily has focussed on mobility management, database system issues, network protocols, disconnected operation and
distributed algorithms for mobile hosts [5, 7]. Work
on fault-tolerance issues is very limited.
Alagar et.al. [1], demonstrate schemes to tolerate
base station failures by replicating the information
stored at a base station, at several \secondary" base
stations. Strategies for selecting the secondary base
stations were shown. These schemes can easily be integrated with the recovery schemes presented in this
paper, to provide a system that tolerates both base
station and mobile host failures.
Rangarajan et.al. [10], present a fault-tolerant protocol for location directory maintenance in mobile networks. The protocol tolerates base station failures and
host disconnections. Logical timestamps are used to
distinguish between old and new location information.
The protocol also tolerates the corruption of these logical timestamps.
Acharya et.al. [3], identify the problems with checkpointing mobile distributed applications, presenting
an algorithm for recording global checkpoints for distributed applications running on mobile hosts.

In this paper, however, we consider protocols to
recover from failure in a mobile host, independent of
other hosts in the system. Also, we study the e ect of
mobility and wirelessness on such recovery protocols.

3 Recovery Strategies

A recovery strategy essentially has two components: a state-saving and a hando strategy. This Section presents two strategies for saving the state, and
three strategies for hando , to achieve fault-tolerance.
Strategies for saving the state are similar to traditional
fault-tolerance strategies.

3.1 State-Saving

State-saving strategies presented in this paper
are based on traditional checkpointing and messagelogging techniques. In such strategies, the host periodically saves its state at a stable storage. Thus, upon
failure of the host, execution can be restarted from the
last-saved checkpoint.
It was indicated earlier [2] that a mobile host's disk
storage cannot be considered stable. Thus, our algorithms use the storage available at the base station for
the cell in which the mobile host is currently residing,
as the stable storage.
Multiple hosts (both static and mobile) will take
part in a distributed application. Such applications
require messages to be transferred between the hosts,
and might also require user inputs at the mobile hosts.
While the user inputs may go directly to the mobile
host, the messages will rst reach the base station in
charge of the cell in which the mobile host currently
resides. The base station then forwards the messages
to the corresponding mobile host. Likewise, all messages sent by a mobile host will rst be sent to its
base station, which will forward them to the destination host (static or mobile).
Two strategies to save the process state [6] will be
discussed here: (i) No Logging and (ii) Logging. It is
assumed that the mobile host remains in one cell during the length of the application. This is followed by a
discussion of three schemes that address the recovery
steps needed because of mobility.
 No Logging Approach (denoted as N): The state of
the process can get altered, either upon receipt of a
message from another host, or upon user input. The
messages or inputs that modify the state are called
write events. (If semantics of the message are not
known, in the worst case, we might have to assume
that the state gets altered upon receipt of every message or user input). In the No Logging approach, the
state of the mobile host is saved at the base station
upon every write event on the mobile host data.
After a failure, when the mobile host restarts, the
host sends a message to the base station, which then
transfers the latest state to the mobile host. The mobile host then loads the latest state and resumes operation. Importantly, need for frequent transmission of
state on the wireless link is a limiting factor for this
scheme.
 Logging Approach (denoted as L): This approach
is rooted in \pessimistic" logging [4], used in static
systems. In this scheme, a mobile host checkpoints

its state periodically. To facilitate recovery, the write
events that take place in the interval between checkpoints are also logged. As de ned earlier, the messages
or inputs that modify the state of the mobile host are
called write events. If a write message is received from
another host, the base station rst logs it, and then
forwards it to the mobile host for execution. Likewise,
upon user input (write event), the mobile host rst
forwards a copy of the user input to the base station,
for logging. After logging, the base station sends an
acknowledgment back to the mobile host. The mobile
host can process the input, while waiting for the acknowledgment, but cannot send a response. Only upon
receipt of the acknowledgment does the mobile host
send its response.
The above procedure ensures that no messages or
user inputs are lost due to a failure of the mobile host.
The logging of the write events continues until a new
checkpoint is backed up at the base station. The base
station then purges the log of the old write events,
along with the previous checkpoint.
After a failure, when the mobile host restarts, the
host sends a message to the base station, which then
transfers both the latest backed-up checkpoint of the
host, as well as the log of write events, to the mobile
host. The mobile host then loads the latest backedup checkpoint and restarts executing, by replaying the
write events from its logs, thus reaching the state before failure. Below, the recovery steps are considered
which are needed, arising due to mobility of the hosts.

3.2 Hando

The mobility warrants a special hando process,
described below. The key problem to be addressed is
how a recovery can be e ected if a mobile host moves
to a new cell, as illustrated in the following example.
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Figure 2: Hando in the Middle of an Execution
Consider the system in Figure 2. BSi denotes i-th
base station, and mhi denotes i-th mobile host. Here,
mobile hosts mh1 and mh2 are executing a distributed
algorithm. The mobile host mh2 has saved both its
checkpoint and message log at BS2. In the middle
of the execution, mh2 moves to the cell of BS3, and
then to the cell of BS4. Hando occurs at both the
boundaries of BS2 and BS3, and BS3 and BS4. Let
a failure of the mobile host mh2 occur upon reaching
the cell of BS4. Had mh2 remained in the cell of BS2,
the system would have recovered because the checkpoint and the logs are saved at BS2. But since no
state-saving took place at BS3 or BS4, and since BS4
does not know where the last checkpoint of mh2 is

stored, the recovery procedure will now have to identify the base station where the checkpoint is saved.
This will warrant additional steps to identify the base
station. Therefore, what is proposed is transferring
during the hando process some information regarding the state of the mobile host. The following delineates three ways to transfer this information during
the hando process: (i) Pessimistic, (ii) Lazy, and (iii)
Trickle.
3.2.1 Pessimistic Strategy (P )
When a mobile host moves from one cell to another,
the checkpoint is transferred to the new cell's base station during hando . If Logging strategy is being used,
then in addition to the checkpoint, the message log is
also transferred to the new cell's base station. Upon
receipt of the checkpoint and/or the log, the new cell's
base station sends an acknowledgment to the old base
station. The old base station, upon receiving the acknowledgment, purges its copy of the checkpoint and
the log, since the mobile host is no longer in its cell.
The chief disadvantage to this approach is that it
requires a large volume of data to be transferred during each hando . Potentially, this can cause long disruptions during hando s. However it can be avoided
if we use the Lazy or Trickle strategy, as explained.
3.2.2 Lazy Strategy (L)
With Lazy strategy, during hando , there is no transfer of checkpoint and log. Instead, the Lazy strategy
creates a linked list of base stations of the cells visited by the mobile host. The mobile host may be using either one of the state-saving strategies (No Logging or Logging) described earlier. If the mobile host
is using the No Logging strategy, the checkpoint is
saved at the current cell's base station after every
write event. On the other hand, if Logging strategy
is used, a log of write events is maintained, in addition to the last checkpoint of the mobile host at the
base station. Upon a hando , the new cell's base station keeps a record of the preceding cell. Thus, as a
mobile host moves from cell to cell, the corresponding
base stations e ectively form a linked list. One such
linked list needs to be maintained at the base station
for each mobile host.
This strategy could lead to a problem if the checkpoint and logs of the mobile host are unnecessarily
saved at di erent base stations. To avoid this, upon
taking a checkpoint at a base station, a noti cation
is sent to the last cell's base station, to purge the
checkpoint and logs of the mobile host, if present. If
a checkpoint is not present, this base station forwards
the noti cation to the preceding base station in the
linked list. This process continues, until a base station
with an old checkpoint of the mobile host is encountered. All base stations receiving the noti cation purge
any state associated with the particular mobile host.
The Lazy strategy saves considerable network overhead during hando , compared to the Pessimistic
strategy. Recovery, though, is more complicated.
Upon a failure, if the base station does not have the
process state, it obtains the logs and the checkpoint

from the base stations in the linked list. The base station then transfers the checkpoint and the log of write
events to the mobile host. The host then loads the
checkpoint, and replays the messages from the logs to
reach the state just before failure.

3.2.3 Trickle Strategy (T )

Importantly, in the Lazy strategy, the scattering of
logs in di erent base stations increases as the mobility of the host increases, potentially making recovery
time-consuming. Moreover, a failure at any one base
station containing the log renders the entire state information useless.
To avoid this, a Trickle strategy is proposed. In
this strategy, steps are taken to ensure that the logs
and the checkpoint are always at a nearby base station (which may not be the current base station). In
addition, care is taken so that the hando time is as
low as with Lazy strategy.
We make sure that the logs and the checkpoint corresponding to the mobile host are at the \preceding
base station" of the current base station1. (The preceding base station is the base station of the previous cell visited by the mobile host.) Thus, assuming
that neighboring base stations are one hop from each
other (on the static network), the checkpoint and the
logs are always, at most, one hop from the current
base station.
To achieve the above, during hando , a control message is sent to the preceding base station to transfer
any checkpoint or logs that had been stored for the
particular mobile host. Similar to Lazy strategy, the
current base station also sends a control message to
the new cell's base station identifying the preceding
cell location of the mobile host. Thus, the new cell's
base station, just retains the identi cation of the mobile host's preceding cell.
If a checkpoint is taken at the current base station,
it sends a noti cation to the preceding base station
that has the last checkpoint and logs, to purge the
process state of the mobile host. During recovery, if
the current base station does not have a checkpoint of
the process, it obtains the checkpoint and/or the logs
from the preceding base station2. The base station
then transfers the checkpoint and/or the log to the
mobile host. The mobile host then loads the checkpoint and replays the messages from the logs, to reach
the state just before failure.

4 Performance Analysis

Basically, six schemes (combinations of state-saving
and hando ) are possible. This Section analyzes
these schemes, determining which combination is bestsuited for a given environment.

1 Variations of this scheme are possible where the checkpoint
and logs are at a bounded distance from current cell.
2 If No Logging strategy was used for state-saving, the checkpoint will be transferred. On the other hand, if Logging is used,
the checkpoint and the log are transferred.

4.1 Terms and Notations

The following terminology is used, the signi cance
of which will be clearer later in this Section.
 The term operation may refer to one of (i) checkpointing, (ii) logging, (iii) hando , or (iv) recovery.
 Cost of an operation quanti es the network usage
of the messages due to the operation.
 : Failure rate of the mobile host. We assume that
the time interval between two failures follows an exponential distribution with a mean of 1=.
 : Hando rate of the host. We assume that the
time interval between two hando s follows an exponential distribution with a mean of T = 1=.
 The time interval between two consecutive write
events is assumed to be xed and equal to 1= . Write
events are comprised of user inputs and messages from
other hosts. Since we are only interested in the performance penalty due to fault-tolerance of the various schemes proposed, this assumption will not significantly a ect the results.
 r: Communication-mobility ratio, de ned as the expected number of write events per hando , equal to
=. For a xed , a small value of r implies high
mobility, and vice-versa.
 : Fraction of write events that are user inputs. If
 is 1, then all the write events are user inputs. This
means that the application is not distributed in nature, and that the mobile host is the only participant
in this execution.
 Tc : Checkpoint interval, de ned as the time spent
between two consecutive checkpoints executing the application. Tc is xed for all schemes under consideration. Speci cally, Tc is 1= for No Logging schemes.
 k: Number of write events per checkpoint. For
the Logging schemes, k = Tc . For the No Logging
schemes, k is always equal to 1.
 : Wireless network factor. This is the ratio of the
cost of transferring a message over one hop of a wireless network to the cost of transferring the message
over one hop of a wired network. The higher the value
of , the costlier is the wireless transmission relative
to the wired transmission.
 Nc (t): Number of checkpoints in t time units.
 Nl (t): Number of messages logged in t time units.
 Cc: Average cost of transferring a checkpoint state
over one hop of the wired network.
 Cl : Average cost of transferring an application message over one hop of the wired network.
 : Relative logging cost. It is the ratio of the cost
of transferring an application message to the cost of
transferring a checkpoint state over one hop of the
wired network (Cl =Cc).
 Cm : Average cost of transferring a control message
over one hop of the wired network. The size of a control message is typically assumed to be much less than
the size of an application message.
 : Cm =Cc = Relative control message cost. It is
the ratio of the cost of transferring a control message
to the cost of transferring a checkpoint state over one
hop of the wired network.
 Ch : Average cost of a hando operation.
 Cr : Average cost of a recovery operation.
 Ct: Average total cost per hando .

4.2 Modeling and Metrics

The interval between two hando s is referred to
as hando interval. A hando interval can be represented using a 3-state discrete Markov chain [11, 12],
as presented in Figure 3.
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Figure 3: Markov Chain Representation
State 0 is the initial state when the hando interval
begins. During the hando interval, the host receives
messages and/or user inputs (write events). Depending upon the state-saving scheme, the host either takes
a checkpoint or logs the write events. A transition
from State 0 to State 1 occurs if the hando interval is completed without a failure. If a failure occurs
during the hando interval, a transition is made from
State 0 to State 2. After State 2 is entered, a transition occurs to State 1 once the hando interval is
completed. To simplify the analysis, we have assumed
that, at most, one failure occurs during a hando interval. This assumption does not signi cantly a ect
the results when the average hando interval is small,
compared to the mean time to failure.
The transition probability P02 is the probability
that a failure occurs within a hando interval. Let
tf be the time of failure, and th be the time of hando . Then:
P02 = P(tf < th ) =

Z 1Z 1
0

f

e f e h dh df

Solving the above, we get,
P02 =  + 
The expected duration from the beginning of the
checkpoint interval until the time when the failure occurred, given that a failure occurs before the end of
the checkpoint interval is,
Z Tc

te t dt = 1 Tc e Tc
Tc
 1 e Tc
0 1 e
As stated earlier, Nc (t) and Nl (t) denotes the number of checkpoints and messages logged in t time units,
respectively. Cost C01 of transition (0,1) is the expected total cost of operations that occurs during the
time spent in State 0 before making the transition to
State 1. C01 is as follows: (Recall that T is the mean
hando interval.)
C01 = ( Cc)  Nc (T) + ( Cl )  Nl (T) + Ch (1)
Tcexp =

Performance metrics for the proposed schemes are:
Time: The hando time is the
additional time required to transfer the state information from one base station to other, with the overhead
of fault-tolerance. Basically it is the di erence in the
time duration of a hando operation with fault tolerance and the time duration of a hando operation
without fault tolerance.
 Recovery Cost: Upon a failure, this is the expected
cost incurred by the recovery scheme, to restore the
host to the state just before the failure.
 Total Cost: This is the expected cost incurred during a hando interval with and without failure. The
total cost is determined as follows:
Ct = C01 + P02Cr
(2)
The costs will depend on the state-saving and hando
scheme used. We denote the total cost of a scheme
that employs a combination of a state-saving scheme,
X (X 2 fN; Lg), and a hando scheme, Y (Y 2
fP; L; T g) as CtXY .
Now, we will derive the costs C01, Cr , and the hando time for each scheme. The total cost Ct for each
scheme can be determined by replacing the costs C01
and Cr obtained, in Equation 2. Our analysis assumes
that the cost of transmitting a message from one node
to another depends on the number of hops between
the two nodes. We also assume that neighboring base
stations are at a distance of one network hop from
each other.

new base stations. Since setting a pointer does not
involve any network usage, the cost of hando , Ch , is
equal to the cost, Cm , of transferring a control message between the two base stations. Thus:
C01 = r Cc + Nh Cm + Cm
Since a checkpoint operation takes place upon every write event, and the checkpoint is not transferred
to the new base station upon a hando , the location of
the last checkpoint will depend on the number of hando s since the last write event. The upper bound on the
number of hops traversed, to transfer the last checkpoint to the current base station, will be the number
of hando s between two write events (or, in this case,
checkpoints). In addition to this, the cost of transferring the checkpoint over the wireless link is incurred:
Cc. The average number of hando operations completed since the last write event (or checkpoint event)
until the time of failure is Nh , where:
(3)
Nh = Tcexp
A cost is also incurred due to the request message
from the mobile host for the checkpoint. The cost is
( + Nh )Cm . Thus, an upper bound on the recovery
cost is
Cr = (Nh + )(Cc + Cm )
We will use this Cr to evaluate Ct NL . As this Cr
estimated is an upper bound, CtNL estimated here is
somewhat pessimistic.

A checkpoint operation takes place upon every
write event. Thus, upon every write event, the checkpoint is transferred over the wireless network to the
base station, incurring a cost of Cc , on average.
There are r write events during a hando interval.
Since there is no logging operation involved, Nl (t) =
0; t  0. During a hando , the last checkpoint is transferred to the new base station, and in reply, an acknowledgement is sent. Therefore, the cost of hando
Ch = Cc + Cm . Thus:
C01 = (r + 1)Cc + Cm
During recovery, the process state will be present
at the current base station. Therefore, the recovery
cost is the cost of transmitting a request message from
the mobile host to the base station, and the cost of
transmitting the state over one hop of the wireless
link. Thus:
Cr = (Cc + Cm )

The checkpoint and logging operations are the same
as for the NP and NL schemes described in Sections
4.3 and 4.4. As in the NL scheme, the hando cost
is the cost of transferring a control message from the
current to the new base station. In addition to this,
a control message is sent to the previous base station,
requesting it to transfer any state corresponding to the
mobile host. This ensures that the maximum number
of hops traversed, to transfer the state during recovery,
is one. The cost of the hando operation is, thus, the
sum of the cost of transferring the state over one hop
of wired network, and the cost of sending two control
messages. Thus, Ch = Cc + 2Cm . It should be noted,
however, that the hando time is only determined by
Cm , for the transfer of a control message between the
current and the new base station. The time spent due
to the transfer of state is transparent to the user.
Upon the rst checkpoint operation at the current
base station, a control message is sent to the base
station that has the last checkpoint, requesting it to
purge that0 checkpoint. Let that base station be, on average, Nh hops from the current base station. Therefore, the cost of purging is Nh0 Cm . Thus:
C01 = (r + 1)Cc + 2Cm + Nh0 Cm
As stated earlier, during the recovery operation, the
number of hops traversed to transfer the state is, at
most, one. Thus:
Cr = (Nh0 + )(Cc + Cm ) , where:

 Hando

4.3 No Logging-Pessimistic (NP) Scheme

4.4 No Logging-Lazy (NL) Scheme

The checkpoint and logging operations are similar
to the NP scheme in Section 4.3. However, upon the
rst checkpoint operation at the current base station,
a control message is sent to the base station that has
the last checkpoint, requesting it to purge that checkpoint. Let that base station be, on average, Nh hops
from that current base station. Thus, the average cost
of purging is Nh Cm . A hando operation includes setting a pointer at the current base station, and transferring a control message between the current and the

4.5 No Logging-Trickle (NT) Scheme

Nh0 = 1(1 e Tc ) + 0(e Tc ) = (1 e Tc ) , (4)
where e Tc is the probability that the last checkpoint
took place at the current base station.

4.6 Logging-Pessimistic (LP) Scheme

For this scheme, the state of the process will contain
a checkpoint and a log of write events. The message
log will contain the write events that have been processed since the last checkpoint. The logging cost will
involve only those write events that have to traverse
the wireless network to be logged at the base station.
Only the user inputs need to traverse the wireless network to be logged. On the other hand, write events
received from other hosts in the network come via the
base station anyway, so they get logged rst, and then
forwarded to the mobile host. Thus, no cost is incurred due to logging of write events from other hosts.
As stated earlier,  is the fraction of write events that
are user inputs. Thus, r is the number of user inputs
between two hando s. This is also the number of logging operations in a hando interval. For each logging
operation, there is a cost for the acknowledgment message sent by the base station over the wireless network.
The cost of each acknowledgment message is Cm .
The hando cost will now include the cost of transferring the state as well as the message log, and the
cost of transferring an acknowledgment. Let  denote
the average log size during hando . Then, the average hando cost will be (Cl + Cc + Cm ). Under
the assumption of hando s being a Poisson process,
 = k 2 1 . (Recall that k is the number of write events
per checkpoint.) Thus:
C01 = r kCc + r Cl + r Cm + Cl + Cc + Cm
During recovery, the checkpoint and the log are
present at the current base station. Therefore, the
recovery cost is the cost of transmitting a request message from the mobile host to the base station, and the
cost of transmitting the checkpoint and log over one
hop of the wireless network. The
expected size of the
log at the time of failure is  0. For Poisson failure
arrivals,  0 = k 2 1 . Therefore:
Cr = ( 0Cl + Cc + Cm )

4.7 Logging-Lazy (LL) Scheme

The checkpoint and logging operations are the same
as for the LP scheme described in Section 4.6. When a
checkpoint takes place, the old checkpoint and logs at
the di erent base stations are purged. As also determined earlier in Section 4.4, the purging cost is Nh Cm ,
and the hando cost is Cm .
C01 = r kCc + r Cl + r Cm + Nh Cm + Cm
As determined earlier, the expected number of
write events completed until the time of failure since
the last checkpoint is  0 = k 2 1 . This is distributed
over di erent base stations. The last checkpoint and

the logs have to traverse, on an average, Nh (Equation 3) hops on the wired network to reach the current
base station, and an additional wireless hop to reach
the mobile host. A cost of (Nh + )Cm is also incurred
due to the request message for the checkpoint and the
logs (same as for NL scheme). Therefore,
Cr = (Nh + )( 0Cl + Cc + Cm )

4.8 Logging-Trickle (LT) Scheme

The checkpoint and logging operations are the same
as in LP and LL. The cost of hando operation is,
thus, the sum of the cost of sending two control messages (same as for NT scheme), and the cost of transferring checkpoint and logs over one hop of wired network.0 Thus, Ch = Cl +Cc +2Cm . The cost of purging
is Nh Cm . Thus:
C01 = r kCc +r Cl +r Cm +Cl +Cc +2Cm +Nh0 Cm
Cr = (Nh0 + )( 0Cl + Cc + Cm )

4.9 Results

The above equations have been normalized with respect to Cc . Recall that is the relative logging cost
and is equal to Cl =Cc . Thus, Cl = Cc . Recall that 
is the relative control message cost and is equal to
Cm =Cc. We assume that Cm  Cc (which is the
case, in practice). We replace Cc = 1, Cl = , and
Cm =  in the above equations and determine the
hando time, recovery cost and the total cost. The
rate of writes is set to 1.
For our analysis, we assume that  = 0:5. (Recall that  is a fraction of write events that are user
inputs.) This means that the write events comprise
an equal percentage of user inputs and messages from
other hosts. For our analysis, we x the relative control message cost,  = 10 4.

4.9.1 Optimum Checkpoint Interval

An optimum checkpoint interval is required to be determined only for the Logging schemes. Recall that for
a No Logging scheme, a checkpoint takes place upon
every write event. However, for a Logging scheme,
a checkpoint takes place periodically every Tc units of
time. Since the rate of writes is equal to 1, the number of write events per checkpoint (k) is equal to Tc .
A \good" value for k needs to be chosen for the Logging schemes. We de ne a good value of k to be the
one that o ers the minimum total cost. This value of
k (say, kopt LY , for a Logging scheme that uses scheme
Y for hando s: Y 2 fP; L; T g) is a function of the
failure rate , relative logging cost , wireless network
factor and communication-mobility ratio r. Let us
consider the LL scheme as an example. The value of
kopt LL for the LL scheme is obtained as a solution of:
@CtLL = 0 and @ 2 CtLL < 0
@k
@2k
Figure 4 illustrates the variation of kopt LL with r
and for  = 10 2 and = 0:1. It can be noticed that

where Y 2 fL; P; T g. We assume that relative logging
cost = 0:1. We vary to represent di erent classes
of wireless networks. We vary  to represent di erent
failure rates. We vary the value of r to represent different user mobility patterns. We will now illustrate
the performance of each of the proposed schemes.
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Figure 4: kopt LL vs. r and :  = 10 2, = 0:1
kopt LL increases as r and increase. For a given k, as
r increases, the number of checkpoints per hando increases. This increases the total cost. As increases,
the cost due to a checkpoint increases. Thus, to lower
the total cost, k should also increase. Therefore, as r
and/or increases, kopt LL also increases.
Figure 5 illustrates the variation of koptLL , with
and  for r = 0:1 and = 10. It can be noticed
that kopt LL decreases as and  increase. As increases, the cost of the logging operation increases.
Thus, checkpoint interval size has to be reduced to
decrease total cost. Therefore, kopt LL decreases as
increases. As  increases, the probability of failure increases. Thereby, the fraction of recovery cost in the
total cost increases. The recovery cost for the Logging
schemes depends on the average log size during failure. The average log size, in turn, depends on checkpoint interval size. To decrease recovery cost, we need
to reduce checkpoint interval size. Thus, as  increases,
kopt LL decreases.

Recall that the hando time is the additional time
required, due to the transfer of state information by
the fault tolerance scheme during hando operation.
Let BW be the bandwidth of a link on the wired network. Table 2 illustrates the hando cost and (hando
time BW) of the various schemes. The Pessimistic
hando schemes incur a very high hando time compared to the Lazy and Trickle hando schemes. This
is because in the Lazy scheme, there is no state transfer during hando . In the Trickle scheme, the state
transfer is performed separately from the hando . It
can be noticed, however, that for a given state-saving
scheme, the hando cost of the Trickle hando scheme
is almost equal to the Pessimistic hando scheme.
Scheme Hando Cost (Hando Time BW)
NP
1+
1+
NL


NT
1 + 2

LP
1+ +
1+ +
LL


LT
1 + 2 + 

Table 2: Hando Cost and (Hando Time BW)

4.9.3 Recovery Cost
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Figure 5: kopt LL vs. and : = 10, r = 0:1
Similar behavior was observed for the LP and LT
schemes. We used k = koptLY for the analysis of the
Logging scheme which uses scheme Y for hando s,
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Figure 6: Recovery Cost:  = 10 2, = 10
In Figure 6, we plot the recovery cost for all the
schemes for = 10, and  = 10 2. Similar behavior was observed for other values. As expected, the
recovery cost of the Logging schemes is more than the
No Logging schemes. The recovery cost of the NP
scheme is independent of r. The NP scheme incurs
the lowest cost for all values of r. This is because the

4.9.4 Total Cost

Figure 7 illustrates the variation of total cost of various schemes with r, for  = 10 2 and = 10. The
total cost is comprised of the failure-free cost and the
recovery cost. The total cost of the Pessimistic hando scheme and the Trickle hando scheme are almost
equal (NP  NT, and, LP  LT). The Lazy hando scheme incurs a lower total cost at low values of
r (r < 1). At high values of r, the total cost of the
di erent hando schemes converge. However, the difference in the total costs of the Logging and No Logging schemes remains. The total cost of No Logging
scheme is higher than the Logging scheme for all val-
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Figure 7: Total Cost:  = 10 2 , = 10
ues of r. The LL scheme incurs the lowest total cost
for all r.
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last checkpoint state is always present at the current
base station. The recovery cost of the NT scheme is
a constant for low r (r < 1), and slightly more than
the NP scheme. This is because the last checkpoint
of the host is always available one hop from the current base station. As stated earlier, is xed for the
analysis. For a xed , as  (i.e.; mobility) decreases,
r (= =) increases, and the probability of the last
checkpoint being available at the current base station
increases. Therefore, at high values of r (r > 1), the
costs of NT and NP converge.
The recovery cost of the LP and the LT schemes
is proportional to the size of the log before failure. The size of the log depends on k. Since k (=
kopt LP or kopt LT ) increases with r, the recovery cost
also increases. Similar to NP and NT schemes, at
low values of r (r < 1), the recovery cost of the LT
scheme is slightly higher than LP scheme. However,
at high values of r, the costs of LP and LT schemes
become similar.
For low values of r (r < 1), it can be noticed
that the recovery cost of the Lazy hando (LL and
NL) schemes are much larger than for the Pessimistic
and the Trickle hando schemes. This is because the
checkpoint state might not be at the current base station. Secondly, the log of write events might be distributed at di erent base stations. Thus, the cost of
recovery will include the cost of transferring the checkpoint state and the log from the various base stations
to the current base station, and then forwarding them
to the mobile host over the wireless link. The LL
scheme incurs a very high recovery cost for low r.
The lower the value of r, the greater the amount of
scatter of recovery information. As r increases, the
possibility of a checkpoint operation taking place at
the current base station increases. Thus, the recovery
cost decreases as r increases. However, as r increases,
k (= koptLL ) also increases. Thus, after some value
of r, the recovery cost starts increasing. On the other
hand, the recovery cost of the NL scheme continues
to decrease as r increases. At high values of r (r > 1),
the cost of NL converges to NP and NT. Similarly,
the cost of the LL scheme becomes similar to LP and
LT.
As expected, at high values of r (i.e., low mobility),
the recovery cost becomes almost independent of the
hando scheme used { the state-saving scheme determining the recovery cost.
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Figure 8: Total Cost:  = 10 5 , = 10
Figure 8 illustrates the variation of the total cost
with r, for  = 10 5. Comparison of Figures 7 and 8
indicates that, for the same , as  decreases, the cost
di erence between the hando schemes for the Logging state-saving scheme increases. As the probability
of failure decreases, the Lazy hando scheme becomes
more justi ed. The total costs of the Trickle and the
Pessimistic hando schemes are almost always equal,
and both are higher than the Lazy scheme.
Figure 9 illustrates the variation of the total cost
with r, for = 500. The total cost increases with .
Comparison of Figures 7 and 9 indicates that, for the
same , as increases, the cost di erence between the
hando schemes reduces. Thus, the performance of a
scheme becomes more dependent on the state-saving
scheme used than on the hando scheme.

4.10 Discussion

Hando time of Pessimistic hando schemes is very
high, and unacceptable for applications that require
connection-oriented services. During a hando period,
there are no packets sent or received by the mobile
host. Thus, if hando time is very high, the communication protocols used for these connection-oriented
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Figure 9: Total Cost:  = 10 2, = 500
services might timeout and/or the mobile host might
notice long disruption in service during hando s [5].
Some applications might require a very quick recovery, and some other applications might require a very
low total cost to be incurred by the recovery schemes.
Some hosts might be running the application in a high
failure rate environment, and some in a very low failure rate environment. As can be observed from the
results, there is no single recovery scheme that performs best (lowest total cost, lowest recovery cost and
lowest hando time) for all environments.
We will now determine the environments where a
particular recovery scheme is best suited. We classify
the environment into low failure rate and high failure
rate environments.
In a low failure rate environment, failures occur
very infrequently. The primary goal of a recovery
scheme in such an environment is to incur low failurefree cost. The LL scheme incurs low failure-free cost
for all values of r. However, for high values, the
di erence in the failure-free costs of the LL and LT
schemes reduces. Since the recovery time (as determined by recovery cost) of the LT scheme is much
lower than for the LL scheme for low values of r, it is
preferable to choose LT for high values.
In a high failure rate environment, failures occur very frequently. The primary goal of a recovery
scheme is to incur low failure-free cost and low recovery cost. For low r values, the recovery cost of the
LL and NL schemes is very high. Thus, we need to
choose between NT or LT. When is low, NT incurs a low failure-free cost (slightly more than LT),
and provides a quicker recovery than LT. However,
when is high, LT becomes preferable. For high r
values, LL is preferable over other schemes.

5 Conclusions

Mobile computing's popularity is rapidly increasing. The new mobile wireless environment presents
many challenges due to the mobile nature of the hosts
and the limited bandwidth on the wireless network.
Presented in this paper are recovery schemes for a mobile wireless environment. The recovery schemes are
a combination of a state-saving strategy and a hando strategy. Two strategies for state-saving, namely,

(i) No Logging and (ii) Logging, and three strategies
for hando , namely, (i) Pessimistic, (ii) Lazy, and (iii)
Trickle are discussed.
Our main goal here is to present the limitations of
the new mobile computing environment, and its effects on recovery protocols. The trade-o parameters
to evaluate the recovery scheme were identi ed. It was
determined that, in addition to the failure rate of the
host, the performance of a recovery scheme depended
on the mobility of the hosts and the wireless bandwidth. We analyzed the performance of the various
recovery schemes proposed in this paper, and determined those mobile environments where a particular
recovery scheme is best-suited.
Currently, we are at work on other problems related
to fault-tolerance issues in mobile computing, such as
recovery from failure of a base station, fault-tolerant
broadcast/multicast protocols, and development of
new and ecient distributed recovery schemes.
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